1 1 . VCurrently Amended): A method for a n e twork d e vic e probe to negotiate a 

2 common mode of communication between two nodes, comprising: 

3 a) establishing a first communication path between the n e twork d e vic e probe and 

4 a firslfcoiode; 

5 b) establishing a second communication path between the n e twork d e vic e probe 

6 and a second mode; and 

7 c) establishing V third communication path through the n e twork d e vic e probe , 

8 the third communication path coupling the first and second communication 

9 paths by establishing a point to point link between the first and second nodes 

1 0 in order to provide ^negotiated common mode of operation between the first 

1 1 node and the second nqde , wherein the probe includes a bypass mode in which 

12 data bypasses the probe and a pass through mode in which data is monitored 

13 by the probe . \ 

s \ 

1 2. (canceled) \ 

1 3. (Currency Amended): The method, of claim 1, wherein establishing the first 

2 communication path between the n e twork d e vic e probe and the first node comprises 

3 negotiating a mode of operation with the first node. 

1 4. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 3, wherein negotiating a mode of 

2 operation with the first node comprises negotiating a Wed of a transmission of data over 

3 the first communication path between the n e twork d e vic e probe and the first node. 

X \ 

1 5. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 3, wherein negotiating a mode of 

2 operation with the first node comprises negotiating one of hVlf duplex and full duplex 

3 communication over the first communication path between the n e twork d e vic e probe and 

4 the first node. \ 

1 6. (Currently' Amended): The method of claim 3 1 whereimestablishing a second 

2 communication path between the n e twork d e vic e probe and the second node comprises 

3 negotiating a mode of operation with the second node. \ 
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1 \ 7. (Currently Amended): The method claim of 6, wherein establishing a third 

2 commumcation path through the network d e vic e probe , the third communication path 

3 coupling the first and second communication paths to provide a common mode of 

4 operation between the first node and the second node, comprises: 

5 comparing the mode of operation with the first node and the mode of operation 

6 with the second node; and 

7 selecting one of multiple communication paths through the n e twork d e vic e s probe 

8 as the third communication path that provides a common mode of operation between the 

9 first node and the second node. 



1 8. (Original): Thd method of claim 7, wherein the common mode of operation 

2 between the first node and the second node is the best mode of operation available 

3 between the first node and tHe second node. 

/ 

1 9. (Currently AmendedV A n e twork d e vic e probe that negotiates a common 

2 mode of communication between two nodes, comprising: 

3 means for establishing a fir^t communication path between the n e twork d e vic e s 

4 probe and a first node; 

5 means for establishing a secoii^ communication path between the n e twork d e vic e 

6 probe and a second node; and 

7 means for establishing a third coihmunication path through the n e twork d e vic e 

8 probe, the third communication path coupling the first and second communication paths 

9 to provid e a common mod e of op e ration b e tw ee n th e first nod e and th e s e cond nod e by 

10 establishing a point to point link between the first and second nodes in order to provide a 

11 negotiated common mode of operation between\the first node and the second node, 

12 wherein the probe includes a bypass mode in whiMi data bypasses the probe and a pass 

13 through mode in which data is monitored by the pr\be . 

/ 

1 10. (Canceled) 
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1 11. XCurrently Amended): An article of manufacture comprising a machine 

2 readable medium having a plurality of machine readable instructions stored thereon, 

3 wherein the instructions, when executed by a processor, cause the processor to: 

4 a) establish a first communication path between th e network d e vic e a probe and a 

5 first node; 

6 b) establish \ second communication path between the n e twork d e vic e probe and 

7 a second node; and 

8 c) establish a tftird communication path through the n e twork d e vic e probe , the 

9 third communication path coupling the first and second communication paths to provid e a 

10 common mod e of op e ration b e tw ee n th e first nod e and th e s e cond nod e by establishing a 

11 point to point link between \he first and second nodes in order to provide a negotiated 

12 common mode of operation between the first node and the second node, wherein the 

13 probe includes a bypass mode\in which data bypasses the probe and a pass through mode 

14 in which data is monitored by tl^e probe . 

/ 

1 12. (Canceled) 



1 13. (Currently Amended): The article or of manufacture of claim 1 1 , wherein the 

2 instructions that cause a processor when executed to establish the first communication 

3 path between the n e twork d e vic e probfe and the fist node cause the processor when 

4 executed to negotiate a mode of operation with the first node. 

^ \ 

1 14. (Currently Amended): The akicle of manufacture of claim 13, wherein the 

2 instructions that cause a processor when executed to negotiate a mode of operation with 

3 the first node cause the processor when executed to negotiate a speed of a transmission of 

4 data over the first communication path between the n e twork devic e probe and the first 

5 node. 

/ 

1 15. (Currently Amended): The article o£ manufacture of claim 13, wherein the 

2 instructions that cause the processor when executed to negotiate a mode of operation with 

3 the first node cause the processor when executed ta negotiate one of half duplex and full 
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4 duplex communication over the first communication path between the n e twork d e vic e 

5 probe and\he first node. 

1 16. (Currently Amended): The article of manufacture of claim 13 wherein the 

2 instructions that cause a processor when executed to establish a second communication 

3 path between the Nn e twork d e vic e probe and the second node cause the processor when 

4 executed to negotiate a mode of operation with the second node. 

y 

1 17. (CurrentlV Amended): The article of manufacture of claim 16, wherein the 

2 instructions that causes processor when executed to establish a third communication path 

3 through the n e twork d e vic e probe , the third communication path coupling the first and 

4 second communications paths to provide a common mode of operation between the first 

5 node and the second nodet cause the processor when executed to: 

6 compare the mode ^f operation with the first node and the mode of operation with 

7 the second node; and 

8 select one of multipleV:ommunication paths through the network d e vic e probe as 

9 the third communication path that provides a common mode of operation between the 
1 0 first node and the second node. 



1 18. (Original): The article of manufacture of claim 17, wherein the common 

2 mode of operation between the firs\ node and the second node is the best mode of 

3 operation available between the firstWde and the second node. 
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